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ECASS project
What is ECASS?

* ECASS is an international project
aiming to create innovative
solutions for local governments to
tackle school segregation in
European cities (Barcelona, Milano,
Oslo).

 ECASS is an interdisciplinary
collaborative project that focuses in
the joint work that policy makers and
researchers. The principle of
transferability is a key component of
the ECASS project.




ECASS project

Why ECASS?

[ ]
= ® Increasing residential and school segregation (disadvantaged and
' Z migrant students) in European cities.

[ The importance of the local level for developing effective
Doooooo education policies.

®XE® The potential of mutual learning and comparative education

&:{‘i policies.
v = Opportunity to situate the struggle against school segregation at
vz the forefront of European education policies (the opportunity to

construct a European Agenda)



ECASS project

5 policy dimensions

Planning and admission policies

ol

Identification of vulnerable groups and strategies to balance
school enrolment

i

® Information policies to families
(]
) ' § Compensatory policies for socially disadvantaged students and
' ] schools
; ®
=| New systems of governance W ECASS
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ECASS project

ECASS main outcomes

a Catalogue of indicators on school segregation

e Course materials for local policymakers, teachers and other stakeholders

e European guidelines for policymakers and educational stakeholders

e Strategies to face Covid-19 effects on segregated neighborhoods and schools.

——— Euro
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e Information strategies for local governments Q
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Catalogue of indicators

@ ldentifying a system of indicators to monitor school

segregation at the local level.

: Different databases available in different cities.
Differences in:

* Accessibility of data
e Quality of data

» Units of analysis (territories, schools, families, students)

: Harmonize ‘chapters of data’ to monitor school
segregation.
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Catalogue of indicators

all data by catchment area, district and cit
- Schools by level of demand
- Schools by % of students attending to their first choice
- Students in public/private subsidized schools
- Students of foreign origin
- Students from families with low/high educational background
- Transitions from public to private schools (primary to secondary)
- Support teachers for special needs
CHARACTERISTICS OF - Costs of schooling (by type of cost)
SCHOOL SUPPLY - Years of experience of teachers
- Schools with proportion of new teachers
- Dissimilarity indexes (different social groups)
SCHOOL SEGREGATION - Exposure/isolation indexes (different social groups)
- Difference between residential and school segregation

- Average distance home to school

MOBILITY - Retention of resident students in the catchment area
- Retention of resident students by school sector
- Students enrolled outside the catchment area
- Students/schools with low performance (different social groups)

RESULTS - Students/schools with high performance (different social groups) Q

- Students that repeat at least one academic course
- Students absent/dropout EES:’CA‘%S

School Segregation
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Training materials

@

Elaborate and disseminate course materials for policymakers,
teachers and other stakeholders involved in school segregation issues
and processes

Hypertext on the website (curriculum materials; videos; case
studies; simulations; games; etc) - www.ecass.eu

Literature review; collection and analysis of case studies
in Barcelona, Milan and Oslo; interview with key informants; peer
review (policy maker-researcher exchange)
! l ECASS
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Training materials

What is school What causes school
segregation segregation

What are the
consequences of school What can be done?
segregation?

—————— European Cities Against
School Segregation



Training materials

Introduces some elements that are key to understand
according to some individual

and group characteristics of the population. In addition, it focuses

on the in the production, reproduction and
eventual breakup of the social mechanisms that lead to social
inequalities.

* Education, justice and equality of opportunities

* The reproduction of education inequalities

! l ECADD
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Training materials

It provides a short review of the definition of school segregation. Starting
from the history of the concept, the module aims to give

e Definitions of school segregation
e The history of school segregation
e Measuring school segregation: types of indexes

e Taking stock: assessing school segregation in your territory

! l ECADD
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Training materials

It explores the interaction of different dimensions that generate
inequalities in education.

. In order to handle school segregation,
political action beyond education policy is required.

Residential segregation and school segregation

School choice

School admission policies

Educational market

Early tracking

! l ECADD
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Training materials

The module aims to provide information and discussions on the
resulting from school segregation

* School segregation and academic performance

* School segregation and inequality of educational opportunities
* The interlink between residential and school segregation

* School segregation and social cohesion

* The economic and social costs of school segregation

! l ECADD
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What can be done?
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What can be done?

S

'

What can
be done?
@l.




What can be done?

Admission policies : -
Information policies
Different mechanisms

Avoiding selective practices
Identifying vulnerable students
Vulnerability distribution
School choice control

Households’ choices
School choice criterias
Information sources

Desegregation policies

Governance

Compensatory policies Agenda setting

School-based measures Coordination
Individual-based measures Laws and resolutions

QECASS
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What can be done?

SEATS RESERVATION

Dhjective: Impraving the distrbution of students with socioeconomic vulnerability

City: Barc=lona

De=scription
Every pubfic and private publicy funded school must reserve a number of seats for students with special needs derined from their disadvamtaged socic-
eoonomic situation. Mew legislation establishes two diffensTt enrciment process for ordinary students and special needs students,

These students hawe pricrity for occupying these seats over those not considered vulnerable. This measune, on the one hand, allows the administration
to “force” the distribution of these ctuderts across schocls {this is =specially important in those schools that commonly enml very few students of this
sociveconomic profile]. On the other hand, it indinectly reduces the number of s=ats available for norvulnesble shdents, facilitating thesr distribution
amang different schaols.

This measure is developed within a broader strategy {s=e Shock Plan Against School Segregation) which combines the seats reseration with other

measures aiming at reducing the sconomic barmiers faced by some students enrolled in schocls that charge high family economic contributions -mostly;

bt ot only, publidy funded private schoals-.

Opportunities
®  |nthe long term, this measune can have an important mmpact on the distribution of students and the lkevel of school segregation.
Limitations

»  Seats reservation nee=ds to be promoted together with guidance strategies for those vuinerable students enrclling in schocls which ane differet to

those they would have chosen if no seats were resered. Otherwise, thess students can opt for changing the schodl in the following school year.

s  Etrategies need to be developed with schocls to improve their ability -and willingn=ss- toc make all students comfortable and confidert and thus o

prevert them from keaving the school.

Re=guross
hitps=iwwwedubon.catires_pene/edra’ll_documernts_de_referenciainformesTnforme_%52 Diguahat_cportunitats_COVID julici202 0updf
hatpsziwwwoedubon.catires_penefetra’]|_dooumems_de_referencia’plans_de_treball'Pla_de smc_web 301908 pdf
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What can be done?

:

THE LOCAL SCHOOL PRIMCIPLE
Ohjective: to maike sure all pupils ar= entering a municipal schoaol within walking distance from their home.

City: Oslo

D= cription

The naticnal and local legislation state that students have the right to ga to their local school. The municipality decides and adjust the catchment areas
on 2 yearly basis. Cabchment an=as are strictly defined by address, according to the number of pugils in the relevant cohorts, regandiess the househaold
income, panents” sducation, mather tangue ste. The assignment of a local schoal is based on the distance to the school fram the shedemt's placs of
residence, but also other factors are considered (safe school mads, sibling affiliation, overall local environments, the capacity of the school or specia
individual considerations).

In the municipality of Oslo, indicative catchment areas have been prepaned, which fnk esch individual address in the municipality to 2 prmary school.
The ndicative catchment an=as ane designed in line with the local schaol principle. When new schaols are built, or 2 school has too many students, the
Education &gency can change andfor adjust the catchment area<_ In some e cassx, thens ane more students in 2 schools catchment area than the

schoal can accommodate.

Opportunities

s More than the 90% of the pupils in Oslo attend the local school defined by the catchment anea. However, this percentage is mot homogensowes and in
approe. 20% of the schoals attract less than 0% residents, while 25% of the schools attracts more than the children resident in the local catchment

areas.
Limitations

»  The strict geographic catchment division makes the systermn s=nsitive to residential segregation. Ok is a divided city with considerable differences
inhouse prices. The desine to change schoals is related to the economic possibilty to buy a house in another part of town or angther catchment area

s  Spme schooks located in ansas with a high share of mmigrant population, experi=nce a2 very low share of natie pupils. In some schools the share of
immigramt stsdents an= as high as 98 per cent.

®  There ar= mited albematives to the local publc schools. Some ontics wants maore aliernatives and possibilities outside its oan residertial
neighborfiood,

= Since the most effective way to change schoal is to move to angther catchement area, it could be argued that the system is a possible driver of
residential segregation. 4n evidence of this criticality is that the main site for buying and selling properties in Horway (wwascfinn.nag) includes 2
MWeighborhood Profile where potential buyers get detailed information about the local area, including the perceived quality of the local schools according

ta some parents’ survey.

— A

hitps=i*'wwwoudic norege eerestolninger‘opplaring Narskole-og-skoleknetsgrens=r/ Narsholeprinsippet-og-skolelret sgrenser’

hitps=i*'wwwasio komemune nosSgetfi e php' 1337 2576
1503436395 Tjenastari Dage 2 [tilbud/ Palitik2 log%2 lad ministrasjonStatistid Osla Speilet_2_30_wak.pdf

hitps=i*wwwoudirnorege rerdestolini ngerfopplaring lov-om-grunnskolen-og-den-vidaregaande-cpplannga-cpplaringsioval’#id 141208

khltp::i-"beymmh:mlmm':ibeasmﬂfdnh:mrfmglmwg—:kjmn‘mrd:h'rv-3-2EI1 Ervadtak-om-narskoke pdf )
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Covid & Segregation

The pandemic has led to a wealth of school- and teacher-led micro-

innovations, experimentation and the development of new learning
infrastructures

It has disrupted education systems. The implications are not
predetermined. Our systems can learn from these developments

ECASS has examined the effects in our cities, specifically at segregated
schools and vulnerable children in non-segregated schools

! l ECADD
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Covid & Segregation

How were schools affected?

Description - General background: Lockdown, number of days,
differences within the city, online teaching, re-opening

Governance of the crisis — National, Local authorities, Schools

Education loss — Increasing gaps among students, mental health, quality
of life, family relations

pean Cities Against
School Segregation
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Covid & Segregation

5 challenges during Corona

Increasing risk factors for
absenteeism, school The digital devide
dropout and disaffection

Social needs and family-
school-community
relationship

Increased loneliness and
impaired mental health




Covid & Segregation

5 challenges during Corona

H —an aim to minimize the risk to children and young
HHE people

NS
w Socially (unemployment, isolation)
Digital (no connection, low digital skills)
Cultural (difficult to provide academic support)

a wealth of examples of policies from each
city to each of the challenges

1SN
111




Information policies

European Cities Against
School Segregation



Information Policies

The and the of information families can access has an
impact on school segregation dynamics.

used play a significant role in
enhancing or hindering strategic relationship with the school system

for policymakers is to provide balanced, adequate and
target information to families about different institutional
arrangements and schools’ characteristics
! l ECASS
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Information Policies

AVOIDING

DIVERSITY AS A VALUE STIGMATIZATION

TARGETED INFORMATION




Information Policies

Diversity as a quality indicator vs Diversity as an indicator of bad performance

FAQ: Is the presence of foreign students always an obstacle to performance?

DATA AND EVIDENCE

1 schools having between 25% and 40% * Not a linear relationship
of foreign students have test results
above the city average in math

Primary school composition

<10% of foreigners

e Different tresholds

1 schools having between 25% and 40% according to the contexts

of foreign students have test results
above the city average in italian

>40% of foreigners

18
schools

5

schools
Cordini M., Parma A., Ranci C. (2019) White flight in Milan: school seg-
regation as a result of home to school mobility, Urban Studies, 56 (15):

petwee 10% and and disadvantaged students
between 20% and /
30% of foreigners 3216-3233

20% of foreigners schools having more than 25% of
Cordini M., Parma A. (2016) Alunni stranieri e performance ! , E C AS S

between 30% and

. * Worse effects on foreigner
40% of foreigners

subjects

foreign students have test results performance
above the city average in both
scolastiche: il caso di Milano, Rivista delle Politiche Sociali, 2/2016 ~————European Cities Against
School Segregation

Average rate of foreign students enrolled in primary schools in Milan:17,1%



Information Policies

Diversity as a quality indicator — what cities can do?

e Stressing advantages and benefits of a diversiy environment (i.e. «The Benefits of
Inclusion and Diversity in the Classrooms, School of Education,

https://soeonline.american.edu/blog/benefits-of-inclusion-and-diversity-in-the-
classroom)

* Working on the school reputation, trasforming weakness in strenghts (i.e. IC
Cadorna in Milan)

Da «scuola ghetto» a modello di integrazione

Nell’elementare di via Dolci il 40% di bimbi «stranieri». Una
volta gli italiani la evitavano. Adesso la scelgono



https://soeonline.american.edu/blog/benefits-of-inclusion-and-diversity-in-the-classroom

Information Policies

Targeted information

FAQ: How do different families choose a school?

DATA AND EVIDENCE

Different knowledge and choice criteria among
families with different parental education
attainment

70%
60%
50%
40%

30% ,
20%
§ I '
10% - 5
o ENSN  EEEEEN NS (]

Knowledge Pedagoglcal Avoiding schools Looking for a
about school projectasa  farawayfrom  specific school
market choice criterion home social
composition

16.4%

57.5%
6.4%

M Families with compulsory education " Families with university studies

Source: Data from Barcelona. Own elaboration based on
Alegre, Benito i Gonzalez (2010). Les families davant |'eleccié escolar. Barcelona:
Fundacié Jaume Bofill

Average distance to school for different groups
of students

ey

Non vulnerable

Native family

puv oot

Private school

Vulnerability

Origin

—
=5
e
> O
= ®

0 100 200 300 400 500 600 700 800

Distance to school in meters

Source: Data from Tarragona. Own elaboration based on

https: .academia.edu/41268608/Lescolaritzaci%C3%B3 a Tarragona diagn%C3%B,

2stic i propostes dequitat educativa

Half of families having a
university degree display a strong
knowledge of the school market

Pedagogical project is especially
important for middle class
families

The ability to know and
understand the pedagogical and
organizational aspects is not
equally distributed among all

families.
l ’ ECASS
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Information Policies

Targeted information — what cities can do?

HiEAiER
2018-2019

oz AR

‘/ fILETHE
V NBNPHE

Languages can be strategically used to
ensure that information is understood
by everyone

Barcelona translates the Information
Guide for families in 8 languages. And it
is avalaible as a written leaflet and as a
video as well.

Informacion para
familias con dificultades
economicas

Mas recursos, mas apoyo educativo
y mas oportunidades para la vida

Consorci
efm B, 0=

Messages can be also
adapated looking for a
specific outcome

! ! ECASS
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Information Policies

Avoiding stigmatization

'I
\é‘ Good or bad influences the choosing of school
®®® and are especially taken into consideration by

q"]:l middle class in building up the reputation of a school

s . : avoiding publishing data and
rl statistics about test.score or socio-demographic composition, avoiding
labeling in public debates schools as vulnerable, poor or segregated.
! l ECASS
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Thank you for your attention

More information at

http://www.ecass.eu/
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